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THANK YOU REGION 11

Greetings, Region II! This will be my last message as

p o YOUr %eégiﬁf‘ Il Vicg Pr ssidﬁrﬂnt' | want to extend a sin-
cere thank you to all of the people | have met over the
past four years who have made this such a rewarding
experience. The American Society of Safety Engineers
is a volunteer organization as you well know and your
efforts as Chapter leaders and members are what

make the Society great.

The Chapter members graciously donated $400 to the
ASSE Region Il Foundation in my name. | am happy to
report that my husband Charlie and | matched the
donation, and together with you we were able to do-
nate $800 to the Region Il Scholarship fund. This fund
continues to grow and will soon be able to support a

scholarship for a student in the Region.

The 2008 Professional Development Conference in
Las Vegas was a record setting event with over 4,000
attendees. At the Chapter Award Luncheon on Tues-
day June 10" there were 43 ASSE Chapters recognized
for excellence. It was my privilege to present the fol-
lowing Chapters with a STAR Award for the 2007-
2008 Chapter year: Arizona, Southern Arizona, Colo-
rado, Four Corners, New Mexico, Snake River and
Utah. The Southern Nevada Chapter was awarded a
Rising STAR. Congratulations for being recognized for

all of your hard work!

| would also like to recognize Roger Jensen from the
Big Sky Chapter who was recognized

with the Society Technical Paper Award, and Christine
Sullivan from the Colorado Chapter for receiving the
Charles V. Culbertson Award for her work as the

Newsletter

June 30, 2008

PDC Chair. Michelle Steeler from the Snake
River Chapter was awarded the Region Il SPY
for 2007-2008. Finally, | extend a very special
thank you to Ernie Harper for his work on the
Region Il Newsletter, and to Mike Lorenzo for

his assistance with our website!

On July 1, 2008 Jim Gallup will take over the
reigns as the Region Il VP and Harold Gribow
will become the Area A Director. Brownie
Peterson will remain the Area B Director for
another year. | know that this team has al-
ready been working on the transition and | am
confident that the Region will thrive under
their leadership. | will continue to serve on the
following committees: Strategic Planning, Fi-
nance, Bylaws, PDC Planning and the Future

Safety Leaders Student Conference for 2008.

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve
as your RVP for the past four years, it was a

wonderful experience!

Trish Ennis CSP, ARM
Western Region Risk

Control Manager
HRH, Denver, CO.

RVP: 2002008

EDITORS CORNER - REGION Il AWARDS

Congratulations to our 2008
Region Il Awardees', Michelle

Steeler for earning the Re-

g i oSafddyProfessional of the

Year (SPY) and Christine Sul-

livany, Trish Ennis for earning
P! tl\{)e réhgarl'es V. Culbertson Out-

standing Volunteer Service
Award. Christine also re-

ceived the Risk Management and
Insurance Practice Specialty SPY
Award. Space and timing does
not allow me to cover their
work in more detail in this issue
but we do honor their commit-
ment to excellence and their
continuing contributions to
advancing the safety profession

and providing leadership by
exampl e. I n f
make an attempt to provide
more coverage on these out-

standing members.

The next issue is due September

30th. Your challenge is to keep
me informed - Ernie Harper
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The Big Sky Chapter-The Intermountain NW Safety Conference-May 2008

The 3™ Intermountain Northwest Safety
Conference, sponsored by the Big Sky
Chapter in Montana, was held in West
Yellowstone May 14-16. Highlighting
the event were outstanding speakers,
including keynotes Michael Melnik of
Prevention Plus out of Minneapolis and

Lt. Governor John Bohlinger.

Other nationally-known speakers at the
conference included Linda Tapp, author
of o0SafetyFUNdame:l
Guske, a physical therapist from Florida
who teaches the 0°
tem. 6 Ot her
Colorado and Idaho also provided some
great sessions in the areas of manage-
ment systems and safety and health
hazards, as well as the OSHA 10-hour
construction course. All the sessions
were well-received by attendees from
Montana and Idaho, and opportunities
to network with other safety profes-
sionals and vendors were available.

The conference proceeds will go to-
wards outreach to the members in the
state to help advance the safety profes-
sion. The Big Sky Chapter would like to
thank all who supported the conference

in any way.

Region Il

Marilyn Cameron preparing to intro-

duce

Bohlinger (foreground table clock-
s p e a k ¢ Wwise from the empty chair & below).

Mont anads

Lt.

Mike Melnick, one of the principal speak-
ers on

keynot e
Approach
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BESIDES A GREAT LOCAL CONFERENCE,
WHAT DI

...PLENTY.

New Me X
Highly
Successful
34th
Professional

Development
Conference

(PDC)

page.

President-

Thanks to all, our 2008 Profes-
sional Development Conference ety of great offerings overatks;
General Safety, Construction Safi
dors, speakgrs, attendees, volun- Occupational Medicine/ Emergen
keefe 2 hOteSitaff came to-
gether for another great learning
experience. AIHA members and [j
Section Members (Los Alamos
and Zia) were also in high atten-
dance. Our keynote speakers, §

was a true success. Our ven-

and practical advice. Look for
their topic notes on our web-

The NM PDC was held April 21
22nd, 2008 at the MCM Elegan

Hotel, Albuquerque, NM.

CEUGSs

wer e

Planning- Editor-

New Mexico Chapter - 34th PDC, A Four-track Success

awar

Lius Amezcua, Craig Hauber
i and Mark Warner, all Speakers

from Sandia National Labs

Gathering for a General Session

Thanks to Lenore Pena for cap-
turing the conference for pos-
terity. - Ken Powell, NM Chapter
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Tony Martinez, the NM AIHA
President, keeps Attendees Atten-

tion with his session on
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Safety

Profession

AFrom Knowing To
focused

L

D YOU MI SS OUT O

Doin
on;
Pader
N é

Aroi -




A Message From Jim, Your 2008 - 2010 Region Il VP

REGION |l VP REPORT
June 14, 2008

Greetings to Region Il in the
new Chapter year 2008-2009.
Congratulations to the new

Chapter Officers.

We are sending this Region
Newsletter to specific people
in each Chapter with the hopes
that the Chapters will send it
to their entire Chapter mailing
list. Ernie Harper will publish
this Newsletter quarterly.

Thanks Ernie

The Regional Operating Com-
mittee (ROC) Newsletter
should be the primary way that
we provide important informa-
tion and local news to each of
the 2000 people in Region II.
The ROC also suggested that |
have additional regular email
communications with the
Chapter Presidents for infor-
mation that is important for
operating the Chapters but not
necessarily important for each

Chapter member-.

With that in mind, here
are the items of impor-
tance to our general mem-

bership.

Region Il has an additional scholar-
ship that has a balance of approxi-
mately $15,000. In order to be
funded $23,000 is required. | will
personally continue to add to this
scholarship in the future. Region II
would also welcome your dona-

The Officer Central portion of
the Society website can now be
accessed by any ASSE member.
Check out the types of infor-

tion.

mation now available to you!.  In January 2009 the Practice Spe-
cialty (CoPS) newsletters will all be
Region Il now includes the
Middle East Chapter. The Mid-
dle East Chapter includes
members from Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, United Arab Emirates,

Qatar, Oman, and Yemen.

issued electronically.

The PDC in Las Vegas set several
records including a record atten-

dance of more than 4200 people.

Future PDCs:: 2009 (San Antonio),
2010 (Baltimore), 201 | (Chicago),

2012 (Denver).

Region Il has the following
three funded scholarships avail-
able:

Region Il has filed the paper-
1  Gold Country & Region Il Work for incorporation.

Scholarship ($1000)

9 Scott Dominguez-Craters
of the Moon Scholarship

($1000)

T  William C. Ray CIH, CSP
Arizona Chapter Scholar-

ship ($2000 next year)

Safety in Pictures

Hmm A Something

right? (Al4 Standards)

Ladders are
Hed got one of t hossfe righti f

lifts with guardrails. Those things
are great, right?

Just
. . | ard there.
Quite Right ! But s
We candt quite
it. scene in
North
Lets see; Hed6s notcag@lipa. t h
STEPO Step of the | adder
good, isndt it? Oh well, no
worries, it
ANSI Specified Ladders are good will come
to me later.

Jim Gallup, P.E., CSP
Senior Fire Protection Con-
sultant with Rolf Jensen and
Associates (RJA)

http://www.rjagroup.com/
rja/index.php

Have you tried
our Region Il

Website Yet?

http://region2.asse.org

Questions or requests
f or Region
contact our liaison,

Michael Lorenzo.

michael.lorenzo@pinnac

ol.com

Appears to be pretty much on a
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.ASSE SOCIETY NEWS

. This year's annual ASSE strong with over 225 session

A S S EA18.19
STANDARD
RECEIVES FINAL
ANSI APPROVAL

A10.19 Standard
Receives Final ANSI
Approval
On March 24, 2008,
t he

Requirements for Pile

standard

Installation and
Extraction
Operationso
ASSE A10.19-2008),
received final ANSI
approval. ASSE is
preparing the
standard for
publication and will
notify members once

it is available for
purchase. _Customer
Service Department

at (847) 699-2929.

PDC, Safety 2008, was a re-
cord breaking success with over
4200 conference attendees and
ASSE's largest Exposition (60,000
square feet) ever. Held at the Las
Vegas Convention Center and Las
Vegas Hilton Hotel, Safety 2008
featured an exceptionally strong
program of general sessions in-
cluding Dr. Robert Cialdini from
Arizona State University who
drew strong praise from atten-
dees with his talk on the subject
of INFLUENCE. A panel discus-
sion with the heads of

OSHA and NIOSH (Mr. Foulke
and Dr. Howard) moderated by
ASSE's VP of Professional Devel-
opment, Rick Pollock, was sub-
stantive in understanding the
insight from the leading federal

officials in safety and health.

The concurrent session educa-
tional program was exceptionally

covering the key issues and chal-
lenges facing Environmental,

Health and Safety professionals.

The final day of the conference
featured an Executive Summit
with four senior executives,
including two CEOs, providing
insightful advice on their perspec-
tive of safety and health and the

role of SH&E professionals.

In all, the program was well re-
ceived by attendees and the en-
tire safety and health community.

- Dewey Whitmire

For Safety 2009, now is the

time to remember the Alamo and
these dates: June 28 - July I.
That's when thousands of SH&E

Future PDC Sites :

The is a great time to be looking
ahead, not only to 2009 but fu-
ture conferences. Planning can
not only enhance your profes-
sional opportunities but may al-
low that extra family time in

some tremendous venues.

professionals will converge on

San Antonio, the city best known

as the site of Texas' shrine to
liberty and freedom. - Editor-

2010 - Baltimore, Maryland
201

on
Celebration Event!

ASSE SETS ANOTHER EXPO RECORD IN LAS VEGAS

Las Vegas, NV (June 10,
2008) A The American
Society of Safety Engi-

neers' (ASSE) 2008 Exposi-
tion at the Las Vegas Con-
vention Center has set a
new record for the number
of exhibitors and space sold,
exceeding the record set in
previous years in Orlando,
Seattle, and New Orleans.
The Exposition, held with
the annual ASSE Profes-
sional Development Confer-
ence (PDC), runs from
Monday, June 9 8 Wednes-
day, June | 1. The PDC,
Safety 2008 which runs
from June 9 - 12 features
more than 200 educational
sessions on new information
involving all areas of occupa-
tional safety, health and the
environment. A record
number of attendees from

36 countries have registered
to attend.

ASSE exhibitor square feet
sold for the 2008 Las Vegas
PDC and Exposition out-
paced its record 57,950 sold
in Orlando last year and
52,780 of square feet sold
for the 2006 Seattle PDC
and Exposition, selling
62,100 square feet this year.
More than 400 companies
are exhibiting at the Exposi-
tion including Fortune 500
companies, federal agencies,
non-profit organizations like
the American Red Cross
and the American Heart
Association, colleges and
much more. Many are
launching new products and
providing interactive exhib-
its.

Founded in 1911, ASSE is
based in Des Plaines, IL and

has more than 30,000 occu-
pational safety, health and
environmental professional
members located world-
wide. More than 4000 peo-
ple from 36 countries are
attending the ASSE PDC
and Exposition which fea-
tures more than 200 educa-
tional sessions, 40 pre-and-
post seminars, an executive
summit, regulatory updates
from federal officials, techni-
cal tours, student activities,
key issue roundtables, and
more. For more information
check ASSEGO®Gs

www.asse.org.

1 - Chicago: Be sure to plan
attendoOnvgar ASSEG®D ¢
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THE TECHNICAL CORNER - Page 1l

The following article on the importance of Voluntary Consensus Standards will appear in the August issue of Professional
Safety in the STANDARDS section.

A Perspective on Regulations and Standards
for the Safety Professional
By Earnest F. Harper, CSP, DABFE, DABFET, CFC

Regulations are the minimum guidelines of what a company needs, and yet they do not even scratch the surface of what is required to maintain
and provide a safe work environment for employees. Proper deployment of applicable national voluntary consensus standards plays an important

role in providing another layer of actual safety and an additional barrier against punitive litigation for companies, products or services.

U.S. regulations now reference over 6,000 private sector standards. The importance of voluntary consensus standards has been recognized for
some time as a valuable tool that has improved regulatory efficiencies and has helped reduce government procurement costs while also facilitat-

ing the alignment of regulatory criteria across borders.

One can cite the OMB Circular A-119 and the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act (Public Law 104-113) policies as well as the
U.S. Chamber of Commerceds February 8, 2008 rel ease isensusStahp p O

dards.

Agency regulations (e.g., mandatory codes such as OSHA, Building, Fire, and Electrical Codes, Maritime, State Statutes and Local Ordnances)
cannot codify every risk and frequently differ from private sector voluntary consensus standards in specificity. This is one reason why OSHA
must often rely on the General Duty Clause [Section 5(a) (b)]. While the same is true to a certain extent with national consensus standards,
these often carry more details and usually reflect the latest views and agreements of domestic and international organizations on design, proce-

dures, materials, testing and much more.

Exceeding the scope and intent of agency-derived regulations can enhance safety when properly employed and can provide a buffer or leverage
against indiscriminant legal action, including claims of negligence.

Proof of compliance with nationally recognized and voluntary consensus standards where doubt exists about compliance with a non-specific,
agency-derived regulation can provide legal teams and expert witnesses with material for a strong defense. It should be noted that designers,

manufacturers, users and interested parties, safety professionals and regulatory bodies write and produce voluntary consensus standards.

After 40 years as a senior safety engineer with a Fortune 500 company, | find that many designers, engineers and process architects are not sig-
nificantly motivated by government regulations as much as they are impressed by the knowledge that on a national scale, many of their peers
have taken part in writing consensus standards with the underlying knowledge that these were generated on the blood of those who were not so

protected.

Few remain unconvinced of the need for compliance once they understand the relevance. Proper adherence to standards also improves market-
ability of products and services across borders due to international merging efforts.

Concluding Remarks:

Contrary to some perceptions, the United States is one of the most self-regulated countries in the world and demonstrably the most likely to
correct its own mistakes, the first to help others vwbanal | &34
byl or Bhopal event here, not even -speakiaginb sneeven ddightt aacold dsspit@nanteious hur 0
man errors. Yet it can be recognized that the potentials for disasters of scale still exist. These are always tragedies in terms of lives or cost to

those involved, yet they should rarely come as a surprise to the vigilant safety professional.

Providing the safest possible working and living environment, products, buildings, industrial processes and an operational climate that is not only
secure but efficient and enduring, means using all the tools of the trade from credible risk and hazard assessments to problem focus and utilizing

superior standards of care.

For the Safety Professional this means integrating his or her brand of leadership into the world of subject-matter-experts and an arena of ideas,
often in conflict. Considering the breadth of our challenge from the entrepreneurs to all those throughout the creative chain, it should come as
no surprise that the voluntary consensus standard has evolved to its present status and value. The beneficiaries are numerous, yet perhaps un-

knowing, that a team of working professionals has made things just that much better for their having raised the bar.

May 24, 2008

rt o

a nChm
m wh



THE TECHNICAL CORNER - PAGE 2

A Productive and Technically-Based Alliance is Renewed
To the Benefit of All Practicing Safety Professionals
And the Communities they serve

- Editor and Contributing Members Named below

The OSHA Alliance has featured OSHA and its Alliance Program Participants, including ASSE, working together to develop and disseminate infor-
mation that helps to protect the health and safety of employees through outreach and communication. In 2007, for instance, ASSE representa-
tives, along with other OSHA Alliance Program participants, helped develop a Safety Alert document for Electrocution and Shock

Hazards in Shipyard Employment . (Accessed via below link) OSHA and ASSE have also worked together to sponsor a number of events and
exhibits, including the NAOSH Week kick-off events in 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008, aimed at fostering safe and healthful working environments.
In addition, a number of local ASSE chapters have established cooperative agreements with local OSHA offices. These Alliances give ASSE mem-
bers and OSHA the opportunity to work together to advance best practices and technical knowledge while raising awareness about occupational

hazards. - Diane Hurns, ASSE

Safety Alert _: Electrocution and Shock Hazards in Shipyard Employment [ PDF - 162 KB].  (Note: Applies in general to many non
shipyard facilities and working environments )

This Safety Alert is a product of the Alliances that OSHA signed with the American Industrial Hygiene Association , the American
Society of Safety Engineers __, the American Shipbuilding Association , the National Shipbuilding Research Program , and the Ship-
builders Council of America . The Safety Alert provides useful tips and reminders about what potentially hazardous situations to look

for; and also lists instructions on preventing and eliminating electrical safety and shock hazards. In addition, the Alert il lustrates

examples of dangerous situations.

Another Alert with a similar convenient design and concise format is underway now focusing on the Control of Hazardous Energy
(Lockout/Tagout) in shipyards which will be finalized and posted in September 2008.

Safety Alert _: Shipyard Sewage and Hydrogen Sulfide [ PDF - 63 KB]. (Note: Applies in general to many non -shipyard facilities and
other working environments )

This 2006 Safety Alert is a product of the Alliances that OSHA signed with the American Industrial Hygiene Association , the Ameri-
can Shipbuilding Association __, the National Shipbuilding Research Program ,and the Shipbuilders Council of America . The Safety

Alert is designed to make both shipyard employers and employees aware of the hazards of sewage systems on both ships and
shipyard shore facilities and how to prevent accidents involving hydrogen sulfide gas.

More Alliance Links may be found on the OSHA Alliance Program Participants Developed Products Web page on the Agency's Web site.

- Earnest F. Harper, Editath a special thanks to T@diggs (DOL/OSHA) who drafted the links and descriptions and lan Bennitt
(Shipbuilders Association of America) who keeps all the parts and pieces of this diverse group on task. -

BONUS BRIEF - COLD WATER SHOCK, Yes, a SUMMER Hazard in many areas!

Within minutes, his hands and body are so numb he is unable to reach for help or pull himself out of the water!

Cold water shock will rob even the strongest swimmer of the ability to hold his (or her) head above water or reach for an extende d h a n d|.

phenomenon many workers or boaters underestimate and one responsible for countless drowning deaths each year.

A sudden fall into cold water (especially colder than 59 degrees) will send the body into cold water shock rendering a person unable to control
their reactions. The initial shock (similar to having ice poured down your back) often takes your breath away and causes you to swallow water.
Within minutes numbness sets in and panic can follow quickly. As panic climbs the heart begins to race, blood pressure rises and swimming be-

comes impossible. Death can come in as little as three to five minutes.

Example case: A forklift driver swerves to miss another worker and drives off the pier and into the ocean. Witnesses see the man surface after
the crash and wave his arms frantically as he bobs up and down. Suddenly, as a rescue boat approaches, the man tilts his face first into the water.

Rescuers pull him from the water but are unable to revive him.

What to do! Wear a lifejacket or PFD (Personal Float Device) around cold water exposures regardless of swimming ability. Wear a wetsuit or
emersion suit if exposure is likely. Develop or practice recovery drills. (This is critical as in one example where a large CAT was clearing a pond
and suddenly hit an unknown sink hole, turning over and sinking below the surface. The driver did not survive.) Use guardrails and safety har-

nesses. Do ONOT6 go in after a coll eague. N e v-Harpeafirandon a

caps
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